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The missions working in Quetta consist of branches of the Church
Missionary Society and of the Church of England Zanana Missionary
Society. They maintain two hospitals and four schools, one of which
is aided from Local funds. A mission church was opened in 1903,
The efforts of the workers are principally devoted to medical aid and
education, and few converts have so far been made among the people
of the country.

The soil in the centre of the valleys consists of fine clay and sandy
beds. Along the skirts of the hills loess is found, and higher up
a fringe of coarse-grained gravel. The soil of Shora-           .

rud is impregnated with salt. At Barshor, in the gncu Ute'
Pishm tahsll, cultivation is carried on in terraced fields, Crops are
assured only on lands which can be permanently irrigated. The ' dry-
crop ' area consists chiefly of embanked land to which flood-water is
led. Irrigated land is allowed to lie fallow for one to three years,
unless it can be manured; ' dry-crop' land can be cultivated every
year, but more than one good crop in five years is seldom obtained.
The harvest reaped in spring is sown with the help of the winter rains;
the autumn harvest, which is small compared with the former, is sown
in June and July.

The cultivable area in the two tahslls of Quetta and Pishm, which
have been cadastrally surveyed, is 706 square miles, of which 324 are
cultivated by rotation. Of this latter total, 221 square miles (68 per
cent.) are permanently irrigated (abi), and the remainder are either
' flood-crop' (sailaba) or ' dry-crop ' (khvshkaba). The area under crop
in 1902-3 was 72 square miles, of which 79 per cent, was under wheat,
the staple grain of the District; 4 per cent, under barley; 10 per cent,
under maize and millets ; 3 per cent, under green vegetables; and 4 per
cent, under lucerne. Owing to the peace and protection which have
followed the British occupation, cultivation has increased very largely
during the past twenty-five years. Potatoes, vegetables, and lucerne are
profitably cultivated; fruit orchards and vineyards are extending ; and
great attention is bestowed on melon growing. The cultivators eagerly
avail themselves of Government loans, the amount advanced between
1897 and 1904 being 1*3 lakhs.

The short-legged breed of Kachhi cattle is imported for the plough.
Transport is by camel, and these animals are used in the plough in
Chaman and Pishm. The local breed of horses is excellent, and has
been much improved by the introduction of imported stallions, of
which 18 are generally stationed in the District in summer. The
branded mares number 256. A horse-fair and cattle-show is held at
Quetta in the autumn, which is largely patronized by local breeders
Sheep imported from Siahband in Afghanistan are much prized,

Of the total irrigated area in the tahslls of Quetta and Pishin, 14 per